change Buffet. I said hello to a friend of mine who was 143
going upstairs to his office to blow his brains out I bought
the racing edition and stuck a carnation in my button hole.
I had my shoes shined, while answering telegrams and
telephoning with the left hand I bought a few thousand
railroad stocks absent-mindedly and switched to Consoli-,
dated Gas on a hunch that the new pork barrel bill would
improve the housewives' lot. I almost forgot to read the
weather report; fortunately I had to run back to the
cigar store to fill my breast pocket with a handful of
Corona-Coronas and that reminded me to look up the
weather report to see if it had j-ained in the Ozark region.
The tailor was listeningto me goggle-eyed. "That's the
truth/' he said excitedly to the vice consul's wife who had
just made another bowl of soggy rice for me. And then
suddenly it occurred to me that Lindbergh was coming
back from Europe. I ran for the elevator and took the
express to the I09th floor of a building that hadn't been
built yet. I ran to the window and opened it The street
was choked with frantically cheering.men, women, boys,
girls, horse cops, motorcycle cops, ordinary cops, thieves,
bulls, plain clothes men, Democrats, Republicans, farm-
ers, lawyers, acrobats, thugs, bank clerks, stenographers,
floor-walkers, anything with pants or skirts on, anything
that could cheer, holler, whistle, stamp, murder or evag-
mate. Pigeons were flying through the canyon. It was
Broadway. It was the year something or other and our
Kero was returning from his great transcontinental flight
1 stood at the window and cheered until I was hoarse. I
don't believe in aeroplanes but I cheered anyway. I took
a drink of rye to clear my throat. I grabbed a telephone
book. I tore it to pieces like a crazed* hyena. I grabbed
some ticker tape. I threw that down on.the flyspedb—
Anaconda Copper, Amalgamated Zinc, U. S. Steel—
34,138, minus two, plus 6%, 51, going up, going

